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PRESIDENTS’ DAY/ADD 1 

 
 On display for a limited engagement, the historic 1790 correspondence between 

President George Washington and the Hebrew Congregation in Newport, Rhode 
Island. Next to the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, it may be the most 
important 337 words in American history. The letter represents a courageous and historic 
statement by America’s first national leader to both affirm rights and privileges generally 
unknown to the Jews for millennia and underscore the new nation’s commitment to 
religious liberty and equality for people of all faiths. His iconic address confirmed the new 
President’s commitment to a government that “gives to bigotry no sanction, to 
persecution no assistance.” Explore the documents in an interactive and view 
Washington’s original letter, only on display from Tuesday, February 12 – Sunday, 
February 24. 

 
 Interactive where children can look in a mirror with the title, “Portrait of a leader”. There 

will be branded stationery and pencils on the table for kids to draw self-portraits, or 
portraits of their parents, friends, etc.  A prompt on the table will let families know that if 
they bring their portraits to the store, they will receive a small goodie and have the 
opportunity to scan their portrait for the Museum’s fickr site!  
 

 Docent led in-gallery discussions will be available throughout the day in the Museum’s 
core exhibition about the role American Jews have played in American democracy and 
politics. 

 
 Special Russian-language tours will be offered at 11:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. Limit 15 

people. First come, first serve. 
 

 
Advance tickets are not needed; all admission is PAY-WHAT-YOU-WISH that day – simply 
check in at the Admissions Desk upon arrival.  
 

 
*** 

The National Museum of American Jewish History, located on historic Independence Mall in 
Philadelphia, brings to life the 350-year history of Jews in America.  Tracing the stories of how 
Jewish immigrants became Jewish Americans, the Museum invites visitors of all heritages to share 
their own stories and reflect on how their histories and identities shape and are shaped by the 
American experience. An open door for all, NMAJH honors the past and contributes to a better 



future by sharing the power of imagination and ideas, culture and community, leadership and 
service, in ways that turn inspiration into action. 
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  101 South Independence Mall East,    Philadelphia, PA    19106-2517    (215) 923-3811 


